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T HE phrase “ malignant disease,’* in this paper, includes both 
cancer and sarcoma. The question is, “ Can medicine, 
administered internally, be of any use in preventing and 
curing these diseases? ” It is quite impossible to deal with this 
question adequately without some consideration of the question 
of operation. It is my intention only to allude to the question of 
operation in the case of malignant disease. 

Here let me say that I look upon cancer and sarcoma as 
local affections at their outset; or they may involve an abnormal 
growth of the cells affected, from the irritation produced by some 
at present unknown waste material or leucomaine, derived from 
cells that are undergoing senile decay. For instance, the cells of 
the female breast at a certain age are no longer required for lacta¬ 
tion, and so they become senile and waste away. It may be that 
one or both of these views will turn out to be true. At present 
I incline to the theory that these diseases are caused by the 
presence and the action of some, as yet, unknown micro¬ 
organism ; or there may be several different micro-organisms, 
each producing its own peculiar affection. 

1 Read before the Medical Society of the State of New York, February, 1893, 
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In the early stage of cancer infection, a complete and 
thorough exsection of the implicated part or structure will, as a 
rule, give, or tend to give, immunity. This will be so if we can 
find any medicine that will destroy the outlying colonies of infec¬ 
tion. Yet it may be that the surroundings of the patient are 
such as to renew the infection in some other part of the body— 
some part that is susceptible. If the infection occurs in or near 
the scar, it must be that the operation did not include all the foci 
of the disease, and so they have continued to develop. What I 
mean by surroundings of the patient may be summed up by say¬ 
ing that, in so far as my observations go, there are localities in 
which we are more apt to find the growth of cancer and sarcoma. 
One is reminded of the same fact in the origin of malarial diseases, 
as well as the origin of tetanus. But the habitat of the micro¬ 
organisms of cancer and sarcoma cannot be well investigated 
scientifically until the micro-organisms themselves have been 
found and identified. 

For a number of years it has been my endeavor to deter¬ 
mine, as far as possible, the value of drugs in the treatment of 
cancer and sarcoma. My work has been in two directions : 
I have medicated in conjunction with operative procedures. In 
those cases in which operations have been impossible, I have 
administered various drugs, and the object has been to find some¬ 
thing that would in any way help my patients in their great need. 
Here I may mention very briefly some of the drugs I have 
used. 

The bichloride of mercury has been given by me quite 
extensively in both cancer and sarcoma. And I cannot recom¬ 
mend its use; at any rate, those patients who were benefited by 
this drug were probably suffering from some form of syphilitic 
infection. 

The iodide of iron appears to be negative in its action. In 
some cases it has seemed to be useful for a time; but it probably 
supplied the blood with iron, and helped to prevent or cure 
tubercular infection. 

In a number of cases of sarcoma I employed the muriated 
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tincture of iron, and found that it would not in any way interfere 
with the progress of the disease. One may be excused for going 
over even old ground when there is no sure remedy for a fatal 
disease. I think we ought never to cease our efforts until we 
have found out all that can be known about these great enemies 
of our patients. 

I have combined the muriated tincture of iron and the mer¬ 
curic chloride, and have thought that sarcoma was sometimes 
mitigated in the severity of its course; but the effects are, if 
anything, only relative and temporary. In some respects these 
two. remedies combine a tonic and a microbicide, but they 
fail us where we need most help. They will greatly relieve 
a patient with a syphilitic neoplasm, and will often cure a gummy 
tumor. 

I have given the iodide of arsenic extensively, alone and in 
combination with the iodide of iron and the iodide of potassium. 
The following prescription is one that I can recommend: 

pfc Arsen, iod.,.gr. j. 

Potass, iod.,.15 ij. 

Syr. fer. iod.,. 5 pv. 

Tr. Calumb.,.^xxiv. 

M. Ski.—T ake a teaspoonful after meals in a wine glass of water. 

The iodide of arsenic alone has not acted as well as the 
above combination. Yet it is just to say that no very marked 
control has been obtained over cancer and sarcoma by the iodide 
of arsenic. This remedy, in some cases, has appeared to be 
useful. Combined, as above indicated, it has cured enlargements 
of apparently doubtful nature, and so I have called them syphi¬ 
litic. At any rate syphilitic deposits have been removed by this 
combination when other means have signally failed. In some 
cases the result has been better than I have obtained by the use 
of mercuric chloride. 

Some years ago I began to give the carbonate of lime for 
boils and carbuncles and found it especially useful in recurrent 
cases. I gave it in the following way : 







3 86 


JARVIS S. WIGHT. 


B. Cretre prep.,.giij. 

Aqurc menth. pip.,. 3 X - 

Tr. calumb., . 3 XX - 


M. SiG.—Shake and take a teaspoonful in a wine glass of water immediately 
before each meal. 

In some of the more serious cases of these affections I gave 
the bromide of arsenic in one-fortieth grain doses after meals, and 
found that my patients got well faster than on the carbonate of 
lime alone. It seemed to me that both of these remedies had 
the power to destroy the micro-organisms that were the irritants 
in the cases of boils and carbuncles. 

Here let me remark that there are no specifics in the treat¬ 
ment of disease, a saying not new, but yet very true. If we could 
cure all disease everybody would finally die of old age, if no acci¬ 
dent occurred. But this is not likely to prove to be the case. 
Because patients die of grave diseases we do not, therefore, cease 
to give them aid, and leave them to the tender mercies and the 
ignorance of the empiric. Nor should we do this in the case of 
cancer and sarcoma ; for if we cannot cure it is our duty to pro¬ 
long life and make it more bearable while it lasts. It is not our 
business, either, to throw stones at those who, true to their mis¬ 
sion of healing, give their time and energy to patients in the 
grasp of diseases which seem to have been well called malig¬ 
nant. Our business is to keep the micro-scavenger from becoming 
the destroyer for which every one has a mortal dread. 

To resume: Not only in cases that I had operated upon, 
but also in cases in which operations were impossible, I began 
to give both the bromide of arsenic and the carbonate of lime. 
It is not my purpose to give clinical histories of these cases, but 
I desire to present in brief the general results of such treatment. 
The carbonate of lime was given in five to ten grain doses in the 
tincture of calumbo, before meals ; and the bromide of arsenic 
was given after meals in one-fortieth to one-tenth grain doses. 
In many cases coming under the head of sarcoma there was quite 
a rapid tendency toward a cure, and this was generally perma¬ 
nent. Large deposits as a rule would not yield ; but excision of 
the enlargement was often followed by a sure cure. As to cases 
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affecting bone, osteo-sarcoma, the treatment was not so favor¬ 
able ; yet even then the disease was more or less retarded in its 
progress. And it would seem as if these remedies were compe¬ 
tent to remove small deposits or small points of infection in the 
vicinity of the neoplasm which had been excised. 

I am not ready to say that all cases of sarcoma are the 
same disease in every respect. It would not be a surprise if the 
disease we call sarcoma had more than one kind of cause, and 
that there would be found in the future more than one kind of 
micro-organism at work producing this neoplasm. For we may 
admit at least two other factors: (1) It might happen, if there 
is only one kind of micro-organism, that in one case it is more 
virulent than in another ; and that in its less virulent form the 
remedy might act with greater promptness and certainty : (2) Or 
it might be in some persons that, as we are prepared to admit, 
the cells of the body are able to resist the infection, so that it 
cannot begin its deadly work. In brief, if we have a resisting 
constitution or diathesis and, at the same time, an infection of 
minimum virulence, we may hope for immunity and, in case of 
attack, a prompt and effective action of the remedy. On the 
other hand, a virulent infection acting among non-resisting cells 
would give us a serious case, and one that might not yield to 
the influence of remedies. At any rate, these statements com¬ 
port with the facts of practice ; for I have seen some cases yield 
at once to the treatment that I have brought forward, and I have 
seen other cases also that would yield only slowly and under large 
doses of the bromide of arsenic; and there are other cases still 
that defy the action of all drugs. 

Here I may briefly say that good results have been obtained 
in the treatment of sarcoma by other preparations of arsenic; 
and I may add that the bromide of arsenic has given me the 
best results. It will be impossible for me to give in this place 
the good results obtained by others in this important field of 
work. 

It would be too much to expect the surgeon, in our present 
state of knowledge, to lay aside operative procedure in cases of 
cancer, and rely upon any as yet known internal remedies. Of 
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course, we make an exception in any cases upon which it is 
impossible for any reason to operate. In a case of cancer, 
since this disease, as I view it, is at first a local infection, I have 
advocated on more than one occasion that it is best to operate as 
early as possible. My point is this : Give the bromide of arsenic 
to all patients as soon as they come under your care, and con¬ 
tinue the use of this remedy for a long time after the operation. 
The importance of the operation is admitted. At the same time 
I have some evidence of the value of this kind of medication in 
the cases under consideration. It is impossible to report all my 
cases in this place; my statements must be general, and by way 
of conclusion. 

A considerable number of cases of cancer, operated upon by 
me three, four and five years ago and then treated for a time, say 
from six to twelve months, have been completely restored to 
health, and the scar of the operation is now in every way just as 
normal as it would be if we had union of a wound of perfectly 
healthy tissue. In none of these cases, so far as I now remember, 
did the microscope fail to confirm the diagnosis . 1 Nor docs there 
seem to be the remotest reason to suspect a recurrence, unless 
the original cause of the infection were put in operation. I know it 
will or may be said that the results of my cases would have been 
the same after complete and thorough operation, even without the 
subsequent treatment. Yet, as the practical matter comes to my 
mind, I confess that, as I am now impressed, a case would be 
neglected if the above treatment were omitted. And I am the 
more inclined to this view since I know of no other Avayas useful. 

In a considerable number of cases of cancer which were of 
such a nature that they could not be operated upon, I have given 
the bromide of arsenic, and have been reasonably certain that the 
progress of the disease has been modified and its severity miti¬ 
gated. In one case for several months the patient was so relieved 
of her pain after she began to take the bromide of arsenic that 
she left off the use of morphine internally and cocaine externally, 
and at tAvo or three different times, Avhen the arsenic Avas omitted, 
the pain Avould return in all its torturing severity. This remedy 

1 Professor Van Cott made the greater number of examinations for me. 
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seemed to act upon the tissues adjacent to the neoplasm, retard¬ 
ing its growth and extension, thus preventing it from pinching 
the ends of the sensitive nerves. My observations are such as to 
lead me to say that the bromide of arsenic is incompetent to 
destroy the infecting material in the body of a new growth. The 
removal of a neoplasm must be by means of a caustic or by an 
operation. Internal remedies must be directed toward the pre¬ 
vention of the dissemination and the extension of the cancer 
micro-organism. It is still true that advanced cases of cancer 
are hopeless under any plan of treatment yet known. 

I have in my mind several cases of cancer of the internal 
organs, in which the use of the bromide of arsenic brought relief 
and the prolongation of life. Indeed, such are my conclusions. 
These cases, as we knew, were hopeless under any plan of treat¬ 
ment hitherto employed, and as any one will admit a doubtful 
remedy is better than none, for so the traditions of our profession 
run, I, therefore, gave this remedy and became satisfied that it 
was more or less useful. In some cases far advanced, when the 
stomach has been irritable, the bromide of arsenic could not be 
taken. Here let me say that I would not expect to cure a patient 
in the last stages of cancer disease anymore than I would expect 
to cure a patient in the last stages of tubercular disease. Permit 
me to add: We have found the micro-organism of consumption, 
but we have not found the micro-organism of cancer, and we 
have not a sure cure for consumption as we have for malaria; 
nor have we as yet any sure cure for cancer. And yet some 
cases of consumption are cured, and I also think that some cases 
of cancer are cured ; that is, eradicated. The intrinsic difficulty 
and obscurity of the case does not mean that we ought to give 
over the treatment of our cancer patients and leave them to the 
perils of an unwise empiricism. 

In this place let me reason as follows: Some cases of cancer 
are slow in their development; other cases are very rapid in their 
course ; these facts add to the difficulty of determining the value 
of any drug given internally. Further, some cases of cancer 
disease seem to yield to operation and internal treatment, while 
other cases, no matter what we may do, keep right on in their 
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deadly work. As we have said in regard to sarcoma, it may be 
that there is more than one kind of cancer micro-organism. So 
that we may have more than one kind of disease under the head 
of cancer; or, if this is not so, then the cancer micro-organism 
is much more virulent in some cases than in others. We may 
add, the cells in one body may have greater resisting power than 
those in another. 

It is evident that the internal treatment, as we have indicated 
it, of sarcoma is of more value than that of cancer. I have in 
mind the use of arsenic bromide. For the bromide of arsenic, 
as I view it, is better than the other preparations of this substance. 
In this plan of treatment of sarcoma I find the addition of the 
carbonate of lime useful. The bromide of arsenic is also useful 
in the treatment of cancer, but I am not yet prepared to say how 
far the additional use of the carbonate of lime is of advantage. 
The general plan of treatment of cancer disease should be con¬ 
ducted upon the same principle we employ in the treatment of 
other diseases. Our aim must be two-fold : (i) to destroy the 
infection ; (2) to fortify the cells in their work of resistance. And 
we may add, the desideratum is some drug that acts upon the 
infecting micro-organism, and will do no harm to the cells of the 
part invaded. In this direction lies the field of great therapeutic 
triumphs for the future, doubtless, and when the time comes our 
art and our science will be more exact than at present. 

It is gratifying to know that others are working on the same 
line and in the same direction with other drugs. This means 
that the appeal, silent though it may be, coming from the afflicted 
for help, has not been neglected by the large-hearted men who 
are working for the relief of human suffering. It is our earnest 
wish to have our hopes in the coming time fulfilled, that the 
long-defying secret of this dread disease will be explained, not 
only as to its nature, but as to its remedy. I know of no malady 
that strikes the sufferer with such appalling dread as this one that 
we call cancer. The more I see of it, and I have seen much, the 
more my sympathy is touched. And as I sit or stand by the 
wayside of human endeavor, I appeal to my professional brothers, 
one and all, to give this great and difficult problem their earnest 
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attention. Anything that will aid us in the least must not be put 
aside. And any one who in real earnest will give his best 
thought and best work to the solution of this great problem, 
even though he fail to help us, I will take by the right hand, and 
say to him : “ Thou hast labored well in a good cause.” And I 
grudge not him who, if it may turn out so, that finds by chance, 
let it be, the remedy, whatever it may be, for this great scourge 
of mankind, the most feared of all, not even excepting the plague, 
for that will not leave one to a slow death, every step toward 
which may be marked with unspeakable torture. 



